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How Spectra Helped the
National Manufacturing
Institute Scotland Adopt
Cloud-Like Tape Storage 

CASE STUDY 

THE CHALLENGE
To support its Industry 4.0 initiative to
promote intelligent factory design, the
National Manufacturing Institute Scotland
(NMIS) required a scalable and secure
way to manage the increasing volume of
research data generated across its
facilities. The team needed an approach
that could accommodate different data
types, support both high-access and long-
term storage, and fit within existing
University of Strathclyde processes.

THE SOLUTION

THE ENVIRONMENT SNAPSHOT

THE SYSTEM

Spectra Stack 
tape library

®

At NMIS, which is operated by the University of Strathclyde, researchers use 
Spectra Logic  tape libraries to enable the next generation of manufacturing innovations. ®

After reviewing a range of options, a tiered
on-premises storage system was
identified as the most practical solution,
offering the control, integration, and
consistency needed for the NMIS research
environment.

To deliver this, NMIS implemented a
centralized storage architecture that
incorporates Spectra Logic components as
part of the wider system. The configuration
brings together disk and tape tiers for a
secure, cloud-like infrastructure, along
with automated workflows that support
data movement, verification, and
managed access. 

The NMIS Netherton building is designed to be carbon
neutral. Image: David Barbour Photography
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https://spectralogic.com/contact/?utm_source=case+study&utm_medium=nmis


ABOUT NMIS

THE RESULT

Migrating legacy data into this new storage
environment helped streamline
administration, reduce manual steps, and
create a more consistent experience for
teams who need to access or store research
data across the network. 

Now, when users request data, the system
authenticates permissions and provides
access, simplifying workflows and freeing
valuable IT time. 

Rather than us throwing
data up into the cloud and
saying it’s secure, our
partners wanted a way 
to make sure their data
was somewhere they
could really trust.

John Reilly 
Connectivity Theme Lead
NMIS, University of Strathcylde

The National Manufacturing Institute
Scotland (NMIS) is a manufacturing
research and innovation organization
operated by the University of Strathclyde. 

It works with companies to develop and
adopt advanced technologies, improve
productivity and sustainability, and
support skills development across the 
U.K.’s manufacturing sector. 
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Read the Story

“I sleep easier at night knowing that our
data is backed up with Spectra.”

– Sam Liston, Sr. IT Architect, Center for
HPC, University of Utah

EXPLORE MORE CASE STUDIES

“Our Spectra tape libraries provide
more storage capacity in less space.” 

– Paul Tomlinson, High-Performance
Computing, AWE
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