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CASE STUDY

How ITV Built a Long-Term,
Secure Content Archive

with Spectra Logic®

Here's why the U.K''s largest commercial television network has relied on Spectra solutions for over a
decade to ensure security, recoverability, and long-term content preservation.

THE CHALLENGE

In 2015, ITV set out to modernize its content archive to
keep pace with expanding data volumes and evolving
production demands. Its existing system relied on Sony
DigiBeta video cassettes, requiring a third-party service
to deliver content for broadcast — adding complexity
and slowing projects. ITV needed a long-term, secure
archive built on non-proprietary standards that would
avoid vendor lock-in and enable seamless access for
distributed creative teams.

THE SOLUTION

ITV selected a replicated, object-based, scale-out
media archive built on two BlackPearl® Object Gateway
appliances and two T950 tape libraries, deployed across
geographically separate sites for redundancy.

The solution uses both LTO and TS tape media to
store, retrieve, and reuse 30 PB of content. BlackPearl
supports the Amazon S3 protocol, helping ensure long-
term compatibility while reducing risk of obsolescence.
It also integrates seamlessly with third-party data
management tools, streamlining workflows.

THE RESULT

For over a decade, the Spectra system has provided ITV
with a reliable, cost-effective archival foundation.
Production teams enjoy near-instant access to
content without additional fees, making the solution
ideal for fast-paced news and sports environments.
The tape-based architecture delivers air-gapped
protection, safeguarding valuable media assets from
cyber threats, unauthorized access, and data loss.

Leveraging tape for deep archive storage delivers
compelling economics compared to disk or cloud
solutions, enabling ITV to store 30 PB of content with
lower operational and energy costs — supporting both
efficiency and sustainability goals. Over time, ITV has
seamlessly updated tape generations, allowing greater
storage density in a small physical footprint.
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