
Based in North Hollywood,  
California, ColorTime is a  
post-production studio  

offering creative services  
and digital media services  
specializing in all aspects of  

digital media content creation, 
management and distribution 

for television. ColorTime’s talent 
has many years of industry  

experience, and they have at 
their disposal the greatest  

technological solutions. 

The Challenge
ColorTime handles large amounts of data on a regular basis for media projects 
in television. In addition to ingesting raw camera footage to which they perform 
color correcting and editorial services, ColorTime also scans original film for 
storage as high-resolution digital intermediate files. Film scanning means that 
they process millions and millions of single, small 5K files as part of their media 
workflow. Content from both sources was growing quickly, overrunning their 
storage area network. ColorTime needed a way to solve the resulting bottle-
neck on their primary tier of storage and went looking for a solution that would 
give them the ability to migrate digital assets off their primary storage. They 
wanted to be able to move high-resolution files from in-progress projects off 
primary storage and onto tape until the files were needed for finishing.  
ColorTime needed their new solution to manage the folders and files based on 
customer, age and type, so that assets could be easily searched and recalled.

Their previous storage system for this content was not ingesting data as fast 
as they could offload, so finding a new modern storage solution for these files 
was a priority. ColorTime often sends deliverables to customers via tape media 
in TAR format, a Unix-based utility used to package files together for backup or 
distribution purposes.

ColorTime is a post-production studio based in North Hollywood. 

ColorTime leverages Spectra Digital Archive to  
help store and deliver impressive content 
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About ColorTime

Bill Womack, Chief Technology Officer, ColorTime

         Spectra Digital Archive was exactly what we needed 
to scan and move files to free up space on our storage area  
networks (SAN), enabling us to reduce spending on additional 
SAN clusters. Partnering with Spectra has been a pleasant,  
cooperative relationship from sales to implementation.

Spectra Digital Archive includes: Spectra StorCycle,  
BlackPearl Platform and Spectra Stack Tape Library



ColorTime’s new solution needed to  
enable this process, allowing them to  
aggregate a multitude of media assets 
into the TAR archive.

The Solution
To meet these needs, ColorTime chose 
Spectra Digital Archive to offload digital 
assets from primary storage to cost-
effective secondary storage. This allows 
ColorTime to scale as their data volumes 
grow. The Spectra Digital Archive solution 
includes Spectra BlackPearl Nearline 
Gateway, BlackPearl Object Storage Disk, 
Spectra Stack Tape Library and Spectra 
StorCycle enterprise software for digital 
preservation, Linux edition. StorCycle 
identifies and migrates inactive data and 
completed projects off primary storage. 
BlackPearl Nearline Gateway writes data 
archived by StorCycle to object storage 
tape and object storage disk. StorCycle’s 
ability to re-use predefined migration jobs 
allows ColorTime to automate cleanup of 
production storage on an ongoing basis. 
In addition, the software provides familiar 
access and recovery of single files and 
entire projects, which enables end users 
to restore their media assets. The Spectra 
Digital Archive solution also allowed 
ColorTime to repurpose an existing NAS 
pool in their storage workflow as an 
archive target for StorCycle, protecting 
their previous storage investment. Active 
projects that require quick recall are 
stored on BlackPearl Object Storage Disk 
with an expiration of 30 days for efficient 
use of the space, while the Spectra Stack 
Tape Library provides a long-term content 
repository. The Spectra Stack Tape 
Library’s modular design and BlackPearl’s 
high performance throughput will allow 
ColorTime to seamlessly scale as their 
storage needs grow in the near future.

Why Spectra?
• Displacement of legacy middleware 

• Automated data movement for files

• Project Archive software feature

• Searchability across multiple targets  
 through single interface

• Integration to object storage tape

©2023 Spectra Logic. All trademarks and registered trademarks are properties of their respective owners. V1-032923

Environment Snapshot
• Spectra StorCycle® Enterprise Software  
 for Digital Preservation

• Spectra® BlackPearl® Nearline Gateway  
 with Object Storage Disk

• Spectra® Stack Tape Library

• LTO-8 Half-Height tape drives

• BlueScale® Software with standard  
 encryption
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         Working with Spectra has been seamless from sales to 
implementation and we are confident in the solution’s future 
roadmap and our long-term relationship with the company.
Bill Womack, Chief Technology Officer, ColorTime

Network Diagram for ColorTime

Solution Recap
Spectra Digital Archive (SDA) is a 
complete hardware and software solution 
powered by Spectra’s StorCycle software 
to provide digital preservation for data at 
scale. SDA is designed for cost-effective bulk 
archive, project archive and automated long-
term archive. Components include:

• Spectra StorCycle – StorCycle 
automatically identifies and moves data 

from primary storage to a lower cost tier that 
includes cloud, object storage disk, network-
attached storage and object storage tape. 

• Spectra BlackPearl – BlackPearl 
provides an object-based, hybrid storage 
platform that easily and cost effectively 
scales up as object and file volumes grow; 
adapts as operational requirements 
change; and enables easy synchronization 
of data between on-prem and cloud storage.

• Spectra Stack Tape Library – Stack 
is an affortable tape library designed for 
incremental growth. It is scalable up to 560 
tape slots and 42 tape drives when fully 
expanded.


